History, Mission & Purpose

Statement for Boatsie’s Boxes, Inc.
History:

Boatsie’s Boxes began in May 2004, when her son, SMSgt Patrick R. Van Vranken, sent her a personal request, from the Deputy Director of programs in Baghdad, for personal items desperately needed for the troops in the Baghdad hospitals. 
In June of 2004, she began sending the wounded troops boxes filled with requested items. Four months later, when Patrick was deployed to Balad, Iraq, she extended care packages to include any deployed troop in need of support and continues today adding new troops as support is requested.
Today: 
Today, the boxes are reaching over 20,000 troops in every branch of military service, Marines, Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen, many on the front lines of operation Afghanistan. We also support several hospitals and medics throughout  Afghanistan and locations in Kuwait and Africa.
Mission:

Our mission is to continue to support Our men and Women in The Military in what ever way that will bring them comfort. 

Purpose:

The purpose of Boatsie’s Boxes, Inc. is to prepare and ship care boxes filled with needed items to the United States Military when they are deployed in support of Contingency Operations. 
Background:
On average, we ship 50 boxes of needed items each week. In addition we have 4 special projects throughout the year:

1. Operation Christmas Stocking

In 2011, we sent 19,000 Christmas Stockings

2. Hearts to Our Troops

We send Valentines Day cards, notes and heart candy 

3. Operation Jelly Bean Express

Lots and lots of jelly beans

4. Operation Beat The Heat

All products that help our troops live through he extreme heat

All projects will be posted on our web site www.boatsie.com 

As of July 2005, we are a charitable, non profit, 501©3 Corporation. We have  satellite branches in different States and have had National Recognition 3 years in a row from the New York Times, The Washington Post, The Pittsburgh Post Gazette, Guide Post Magazine, Ladies Home Journal and many other nationally recognized papers & magazines as well as several local News Papers. 
February of 2007 Boatsie was invited to the White House to meet with President Bush and was honored for her work supporting our Troops. Her story was featured in the December 2010 issue of USA Today and she appeared on Fox & Friends in September 2011.
Contact:
 Please visit our web site to receive updated information/ news & events, items needed, photos and notes www.boatsie.com  also visit Boatsie’s Boxes on Google for past news and events.
Call: 
Boatsie 304-232-5277 or Janell ‘Zoomie’ Loh, our special projects coordinator 304-243-0675.

A little about Boatsie: 

She has lived in Wheeling, W.V. for the past 15 years with, Jim, her husband, of 49 years. (AKA Mister Boatsie:
Boatsie has four children and 5 grandchildren.  
She plans to continue this effort as long as the troops need support!
